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again. And they will do it again and 
again, as long as we continue to give 
them a pass. 

So there has to be accountability. 
There has to be some type of con-
sequences for people that do this. But 
there also should be accountability for 
politicians who tacitly fuel incidents 
like this with their inflammatory and 
hyperbolic rhetoric that always casts 
environmental protection as an assault 
on individual rights and that falsely 
describes our national public lands as 
some type of a threat to State and pri-
vate property owners. It is not right. 

The truth is, in California and across 
the West, our public lands are a corner-
stone of lots of local and State econo-
mies, including those in my district. I 
have huge tracts of Federal public 
lands in the Second Congressional Dis-
trict of California, from vast national 
parks and recreational areas to three 
different national forests, to numerous 
national monuments and lots and lots 
of BLM lands. 

For many of my constituents, Fed-
eral lands help them put dinner on the 
table. It helps them pay their bills. 
Ninety-one percent of western voters 
surveyed responded that they believe 
public lands are an essential part of 
their State’s economy. We need to re-
member this. 

So I want to protect public lands, and 
I want to work cooperatively with the 
Federal agencies that manage them to 
iron out differences. 

Our Federal Government isn’t per-
fect. They make mistakes. Sometimes 
they are not the best neighbors. Some-
times they aren’t always as responsive 
and respectful to the communities and 
individuals that live nearby. 

Part of our job as Members of Con-
gress who represent those communities 
is to try to make sure that the govern-
ment, for its part, is doing the right 
thing: listening, being a good neighbor. 

I have seen it work time and time 
again. And the notion that the only 
way to resolve differences with Federal 
land management agencies is to take 
up arms and threaten a violent insur-
rection is just absolutely nonsense. 

So those are a few of my thoughts. I 
certainly could go on at length about 
some of the success stories I have seen 
in my district, where communities 
have come together and actually col-
laborated with the Federal Govern-
ment, not just as a neighbor, but as a 
partner to do things, including things 
that brought jobs to those commu-
nities. 

I have seen it in Trinity County with 
a process called the Trinity County 
Collaboration, where, believe it or not, 
environmentalists are working to-
gether with folks in the forest products 
industry and with Federal agencies and 
with all sorts of other interests and 
they have agreed to cut thousands of 
acres of trees as part of a comprehen-
sive stewardship plan. 

It can work. It is very unique, but it 
can actually work. And it can work in 
other places. It almost worked in the 

Klamath, which is another part of 
southern Oregon where we saw this his-
toric coming together of farmers and 
fishermen and tribes and government 
agencies. 

The problem is that collaboration de-
pended on an act of Congress to actu-
ally happen. Sadly, under current man-
agement, Congress is where collabora-
tion goes to die. And so we were unable 
to do the right thing there. But it can 
be done. 

I again want to thank the gentleman 
for his leadership in trying to interpose 
a little bit of sanity into this debate. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. I appreciate 
your joining me in this conversation on 
your past activity and what we need to 
do in the future. 

You are right. These are, if done cor-
rectly—and you have had some of these 
experiences in California—huge eco-
nomic opportunities. 

There are 47 million bird watchers in 
this country. They spend somewhere in 
the neighborhood of $40 billion a year. 
In the Malheur Wildlife Refuge, almost 
24,000 people made that long, long, 
long, long journey. And I will guar-
antee you they wouldn’t have been 
sightseeing there but for the wildlife 
refuge. 

You referenced the Klamath. It is a 
lost opportunity if we are not on our 
toes. Removing those four dams that 
have obstructed the flow of spawning 
salmon, prohibiting us from meeting 
our obligation to Native Americans, 
would create hundreds and hundreds of 
family-wage jobs for years in northern 
California. 

It is just one more example of where 
Congress is missing in action and 
where Congress hasn’t appropriately 
funded these agencies to be able to 
fully meet the opportunities. 

It is hard for me to express my won-
derment that some people will come to 
the floor and somehow try and cele-
brate the Hammond family, people who 
were convicted of arson and who have a 
record of having broken the law before. 

Public records show behavior that is 
not that of people you want for your 
neighbors. These folks do not have 
clean hands. Yet, we have out-of-State, 
armed thugs taking over this facility 
to somehow talk about these convicted 
felons and undercut this process. 

I am hopeful that we can work to-
gether for people to focus on the oppor-
tunities and have the administration 
step up, act responsibly, cut these peo-
ple off and remove them, and to take 
action against other lawbreakers like 
we would in other areas of the country. 

I appreciate you joining me today to 
have a little bit of conversation here to 
try and round out the picture that is 
missing from the media. It is probably 
not going to get us on Fox News, but 
these are things that the American 
public needs to know. 

Because there is a path forward. 
There has been a regional consensus 
that has developed. There is a vision to 
protect the wildlife refuge and its eco-
nomic activities and future. It is one 
that we should support. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. CLYBURN (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of attend-
ing a funeral. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 10 p.m.), under its previous 
order, the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Tuesday, January 12, 2016, at 
10 a.m. for morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

3961. A letter from the Under Secretary of 
Defense, Personnel and Readiness, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter au-
thorizing Vice Admiral Kurt W. Tidd, United 
States Navy, to wear the insignia of the 
grade of admiral, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 
777a(b)(4); Public Law 111-383, Sec. 505(a)(1); 
(124 Stat. 4208); to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

3962. A letter from the Under Secretary of 
Defense, Personnel and Readiness, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter au-
thorizing Colonels Sean A. Gainey and Pat-
rick B. Roberson, United States Army, to 
wear the insignia of the grade of brigadier 
general, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 777(b)(3)(B); 
Public Law 104-106, Sec. 503(a)(1) (as added by 
Public Law 108-136, Sec. 509(a)(3); (117 Stat. 
1458); to the Committee on Armed Services. 

3963. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
of Defense, Strategy, Plans and Capabilities, 
Department of Defense, transmitting the Air 
Force Addendum to FY 2015 and FY 2016 Re-
ports on the Plan for the Nuclear Weapons 
Stockpile, Nuclear Weapons Complex, Nu-
clear Weapons Delivery Systems, and Nu-
clear Weapons Command and Control Sys-
tem Specified in Sec. 1043 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for FY 2012; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

3964. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislation, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the National 
Health Service Corps Report to the Congress 
for the year 2014, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 254i; 
July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title III, Sec. 336A (as 
amended by Public Law 94-484, Sec. 407(a)); 
(92 Stat. 2277); to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

3965. A letter from the Assistant General 
Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and En-
ergy Efficiency, Office of Energy Efficiency 
and Renewable Energy, Department of En-
ergy, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Energy Conservation Program: Test 
Procedures for Ceiling Fan Light Kits [Dock-
et No.: EERE-2014-BT-TP-0007] (RIN: 1904- 
AD17) received January 6, 2016, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

3966. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislation, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the ‘‘Report 
to Congress on Coordination of Federal HIV 
Programs for Fiscal Years 2009-2013’’, pre-
pared by the Health Resources and Services 
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